








fhe Mnthersalist. 


EDITED BY J.8. THOMPSON, 8.R. SMITH, AND G. B. LISH ER. 
VOL. 1.) UTICA:...JUNE 15, 1825. (NO. 6. 


TO THE CANDID. 

You have been called upon to consider several brief objections to 
the doctrine of the Trinity; you are now invited to exercise your 
characteristic patience in a review of the doctrine of ‘total deprav- 
ity.” 

Total depravity! what is meant by this phrase ? Let its advocates 
answer. ‘*lt is that whereby our whole nature is corrupted, contra- 
ry to the law of God.” It is heing ‘‘totally averse to all that is good, 
and wholly inclined to all that is evil.** In one word, it is a destitu- 
tion *‘of all moral goodness,” an incapacity ‘‘to think a good thought, 
speak a good word, or perform a me action.” The same thing is 
plainly intended, in these respective definitions ; references will 
Reishi be made to them indiscriminately. 

The only real difference between the doctrines of total depravity, 
and original sin, is, that original sin accounts for the supposed fact, 
that we are born sinners ; and total depravity defines the nature and 
magnitude of our corruption. This fact is mentioned with a view to 
have it distinctly understood, that we are not only sinners, but whol- 
ly sinful, not by our own wills of actions, but in consequence of the 
action of our first father, Adam. 

1. If we are wholly sinful merely on account of the sin of our first 
arent, no reason can be given, why we should be considered culpa- 
le for such depravity. If any reason could be assigned why we. 
should be considered guilty because Adam sinned, the same reason 
would make us culpable for being born with but ‘tone eye; a hump 
back, or a crooked foot.” 

2 But if man is destitute of ‘‘all moral goodness” on account of 
the sin of Adam, and in consequence liable ‘*to all the miseries of 
this life, to death itself, and the pains of hell forever,” can any rea- 
son be given why every man should not sin with perfect impunity? 
That is, will his own sins make him any worse, edd to his guilt, or give 
intensity to the miseries of life, the agonies of death, or the endless 
pains of hell? If it-is answered, that our own sins make us worse, then 
we were not wholly sinful; if more deserving of suffering in time 

and eternity, then by the sin of Adam, we were not justly exposed te 
all the miseries of life, death and eternity. 

3. If we are ‘totally averse to all that is good,” with what pro- 
priety are we exhorted to ‘cease to do evil, and learn to do well?” 
Is it expected, that miracles will be wroug!tt in the reformation of 
our morals? For on the supposition, that we are entirely corrupt— 
wholly inclined to all evil, it will require as great and as obvious a 
miracle to even dispose us to do right, as the cure of a withered 
arm, or restoring the blind to sight. The fact, that miracles were 
wrought inthe conversion of supers during the Apostelic age, avaits. 
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us nothing when they have obviously been done away. If the refor- 
mation of the world, depends on intervention of miracles, such re- 
formation has long since ceased. And if miracles are still necessa- 
ry to the renewal of ig, semen the Ethiopian may with as much 
propriety be exhorted to change his skin, as the sinner to turn from 
vis wicked way. 

4. But it is contended that the conversion of the sinner is always 
miraculous. Of this however, there is no other evidence than that 
of individuals who confess themselves ‘totally depraved.” | 

5. That every man is born innocent, appears from a variety of con- 
siderations; and that he is a sinner, or guilty as such, only on ac- 
count of his own actions, both liis experience, and the scriptures 
abundantly prove. 


(1.) The natural innocence of every man, is fairly inferred from 
the obvious fact, that the scripture account of our first parents, is 
an epitomized history of every individual of the human race. 


(2.) That man is born in a state of innocence, appears from the 
declaration of Jehovah, who assures us, that the proverb ‘the fath- 
ers have eaten sour grapes, and the children’s teeth are set on 
edge,” shall no longer be used, but that every man shall die for his 
own sins, 

(3.) The innocence of children, is incontestibly proved from the 
fact, that Jesus took little children in his arms, and said, ‘*of such 
is the kingdom of heaven.” 

(4.) The innocence of children is further shown in the denuncia- 
tions of God against sin. Instead of considering the whole hu- 
man race deserving of all miseries temporal and eternal, for the 
sin of Adam, this is never even once intimated as a reason of their 
chastisement. On the contrary, the individual actions of every 
man, are alone considered worthy of reward or punishment. And 
hence it is so often asserted—that the reward of his hands shall be 
given him, and that every man shall be rewarded according to his 
deeds, whether they be good or evil. 

6. Finally—there isno more evidence, that the nature of man is 
wholly corrupt, so that he can neither ‘think a good thought, speak 
a good word, or perform a good action,” than there is, that he ca 
neither hear sounds, see objects, or move his limbs. On the con- 
trary, he can think of moral virtues, and understand his duty; he 
can speak the words of truth and kindness; and perform acts of jus- 
tice, charity, and mercy. All the injunctions of the law of God, 
and all the requisitions and exhortations of the Old and New Tes- 
tament,are founded or this supposition: and the gospel every where 
supposes, not the creation but the cultivation of the moral faculties 
of the human race. With the improvement of their moral percep- 
tion, is associated their progress in virtue, every step in whic, is a 
new act of penitence—a new instance of conversion—a nearer ap- 
proximation to the divine nature, and an additional reason why man 
should be called, a child of God. 8s. R. S. 
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Universalism a danzerous doctrine. 


UNIVERSALISM A DANGEROUS DOCTRINE. 


Nothing is more common, than to hear professors of religion of the 
different denowinations, who style themselves orthodox, ‘exclaim— 
‘Universalism is a dangerous doctrine.” That this is often asser- 
ted by those who have no other reason for saying so, than that some 
one whom they look upon for religious instr uction, has made the 
same assertion, is undoubted. But that this is alw ays the case, 
cannot be admitted. Itis frequently said by those who ought to be 
better informed; or able to establish the truth of their unqualified de- 
claration. Without charging such with improper motives, it is be- 
lieved, they may be so corrected as to understand their er ror, and 
enabled to discover, that this change had its origin in their own and 
not in our religious views. 


Why is it said, that Universalism is dangersous? Because it is 
supposed to promise everlasting salvation to ev ery man, on the 
ground of a vicarious atonement. ‘That is, that Jesus Christ suffer- 
ed all the punishment, that justice required of the whole human 
race; and therefore they will be acquitted at the day of judgment, 
and be crowned with everlasting happiness as the reward of his mer- 
its. Hence it is urged, that it is immaterial what we do, that they 
may indulge every passion, gratify every appetite, and commit eve- 

ry species of crime with impunity. Who are the advocates fora 
vicarious atonement? Who contend, that those who are saved, are 
remitted the punishment justly due to their sins at the tribunal of 
impartial judgment? Are they not those who call themselves ortho- 
dox? This they neither can nor will deny. These sentiments they 
deliver in every sermon of a doctrinal nature, circulate in their 
tracts, and urge as fundamental truths of the christian religion. 


If we were to admit their argument from these premises, it would 
prove too much for their use; as it would also prove, that every man 
who may be saved, may sin without the fear of punishment; because 
Christ is his proxy, and has already borne his merited chastisement. 
On this principle therefore, the doctrine of partial salvation—the 
salvation of a few, is equally dangerous in ratio te the probable 
number saved, as that ofall mankind: And if the belief of Universal 
salvation, injure the morals of the individual, and endangers the 
peace of community, the belief of a partial salvation on the same 
principles, will be productive of the same effects. With what pro- 

riety then, does a limitarian charge Universalism with a demoral- 
ising influence, when the same can with equal truth be charged u 
on his own views? For if a certain opinion is corrupting, it is Seeds 
so, whether that of a partialist or universalian. 

The fact however is, that the doctrine of a vicarious atonement, 
constitutes no part of the creed of the Universalist. Individuals 
there may be, who retain this remnant of the Apostacy, and who 
hope for the redemption of all men; but they are very few in num- 
ber, compared with those who reject it. Certainly those who deny 
an atonement by proxy or substitution, cannot be charged with hol- 
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ding the opinion to which the self styled orthodox object: for such 
Universalists maintain, that **God will render to every man accord- 
ing to his works,” independently on a future state of immortality, 
Can it be even pretended, that the assurance of receiving ‘*a just re- 
compense of reward” for our virtuous actions; and indignation and 
wrath, tribulation and anguish” for our evil deeds, is calculated to 
unbridle the passions, open the avenues of vice, and inundate the 
world with corruption, disorder, and transgression? 

When these truths are known to our opposers, they will need 
more confidence than it is believed they possess, to continue the 
cry, that **niversalism is a dangerous doctrine.” For on the one 
hand, they must know, that they imphicate themselves alone, as Uni- 
versalists deny their premises; and on the other, they must admit, 
that if the plea of punishment have any salutary effect, its certainly 
must have a greater, than its mere possibility—when even that pos- 
sibility can be avoided by an act of penitence. 8. R. 5, 
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FOR THE UNIVERSALIST. 


Messrs FDITORS, 
The holy doctrine we profess, is from heaven; it is a revelation 
of God to man; a revelation of infinite love to a dark and benigh- 


ted world; and its object is the reformation and eternal salvation of 
sinners, from sin and all its consequences. From the general voice 
of scripture, it is plain that it heeh Woes the grand purpose of Deity, 
to restore mankind to the true knowledge and worship of himself, 
by the mediator Jesus Christ. 

To give the first ages of the world the earliest information of the 
coming salvation of the Messiah, our heavenly Father inspired the 
Patriarchs and the Prophets to speak of his approaching advent, and 
the zlory that should follow. Moses one of the prophets of the Most 
High, was instructed to predict as may be found in the book of Deu- 
teronomy xviii, 9. 1 will raise them up a prophet from among their 
brethren, like unto thee, and will put my words in his mouth; and he 
shall speak unto them all that I shall command him. 

When Jesus was about to finish 'the work which his Father 
gave him to do on earth; he declared as follows, see John xii. 49, 50, 
For I have not spoken of myself: but the Father which sent me, he 
gave me a commandment, what I should say, and what I should 
speak; and I know his commandment is life everlasting, whatsoev- 
er I speak, therefore, even as the Father said unto me, so | speak. 
Our divine Master has wisely informed us that,the law and the prophets 
were until John, since that time the kingdom of God is preached, and 
every man presseth into it. Luke xvi. 16; and an apostle informs 
us that the law was added because of transgressions, till the seed 
should come to whem the promise was made; and it was ordained 
by angels in the hand of a mediator. Now a mediator is not a me- 
diator of one; but God is one. He then asks and answers one of 
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the most important questions ever stated by man. Is the law then 
against the promise of God? God forbid; for if there had been a law 
iven which couid have given life, verily righteousness should have 
foie by the law, but the scriptures have concluded all under sin, 
that the promise by faith of Jesus Christ might be given to them that 
believe. But before faith came, we were kept under the law. shut 
up unto the faith which should afterwards be revealed. See Gal. iii. 
And it is written, cursed be everyone that continueth not in all 
things which are written in the book of the law tedo them. The law 
was given by Moses but grace and truth came by Jesus Christ.— 
John 1. 17, 
Four thousand years had rolled away before Christ was made of 
a woman, made under the law to redeem them that were under tne 
law, that we might receive the adoption of sons. Now we know 
that what things soever the law saith it saith to them who are under 
the law: that every mouth may be stopped, and all the world may 
become guilty before God, Therefore by the deeds, of the law there 
shall no flesh be justified in his sight, for by the law is the knowl- 
edge of sin, But now the righteousness of God without the law is 
manifested, being witnessed by the law and the prophets; even the 
righteousness of God, which is by faith of Jesus Christ unto all, and 
upon all them that believe; for there is no difference, for all have sin- 
ned, and come short of the glory of God. Rom, iii. 19, 20, 21, 22, 
23. For what the law could not do, in that it was weak through 
the flesh,God sent his Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for sin 
condemned sin in the flesh. That the righteousness of the law might 
be fulfilled in us, who walk not after the flesh, but after the spirit. 
Not till four thousand years from the creation of the world had 
assed away,did Christ come to redeem the world from the curse of the 
Lise, Surely then every mouth must have remained silent, and all 
the wor'd must have stood guilty before God, until the law was ta- 
ken away and the Gospel established inits stead. For where a tes- 
tament is, there must also ef necessity be the death of the testa- 
tor, for a testament is of force after men are dead : otherwise it is of 
no strength at all while the testator liveth, Heb. ix, 16. 17. But 
Christ appeared to put away sin by the sacrifice of himself. Why 
then do those brethren that call themselves orthodox, so repeatedly 
turn to ridicule the above doctrine, by saying the old world, the in- 
habitants of Sodom, and the host of Pharaoh, were destroyed, on ac- 
count of their sins; but their destruction was only the means of re- 
moving them instantly to heaven, while Noah, Lot, and Moses were 
left to a long and tedious pilgrimage on earth. Is it possible that 
our brethren would make such statements if they were under the 
sweet influence of the Holy Spirit of truth as recorded in Paul’s 
Epistle to the Hebrews viii, ix, x, and xi, Chapters 
Reader here please to stop, and read those chapters, and then say 
if you can prove that any of the human family went ‘nto heaven 
itself before Christ was delivered for our offences, and raised again 
for our justification: Rom, ix. 25. It is also writtenin the Epistle 
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of Paul to the Corinthians, 1, Cor. xv, 17. And if Christ be not 
vaised, your faith is vain, ye are yetin your sius. How then could 
any of the human family be justified until Christ was raised for their 
justification? How could they be benefited by the Gospel, when it 
was of no strength atall, while the first testament was standing? If 
‘ we admit the dvctrine of the Apostle, then we must also admit, 
that not one Gospel promise had been fulfilled, until they were con- 
firmed by the death and resurrection ef Jesus Christ. The xi, 
chapter of Paul’s Epistle to the Hebrews contains a long catalogue af 
names, among which is mentioned Abel, Enoch, Noah, and Abra- 
ham; ard it is thought by many that Enoch went to eternal rest, 
before Clirist died gad rose for his justification, and not enly so but 
that Abel, Noah, and Abraham, were in heaven before the Gospel 
Covenant was established by the death of Christ the testator, ut 
whoever will carefully read the 13thwerse, may learn that, These all 
died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen 
them afar off, and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and 
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on earth. The 
Apostie concludes this chapter by saying, and these all, having ob- 
tained a good report through faith, received not the promise: God 
having provided some better thing for us that they, without us, 
should not be made perfect. This we learn from the Holy Scriptures 
that even the best of men were imperfect, until Christ removed the 
law, which was the strength of sin. ‘Thanks be to God, whe 


giveth us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
ICONOCLASTES, 


( To be Coxtinued, ) 
a2 


VAN PATTEN, ‘THE MURDERER. 

A man by the name of Van Patten, was, not long since, hung in 
Schenectady for the murder of a Mrs. Schermerhorn. His guilt 
wus established by the most clear and undoubted testimony. Be- 
fore his execution he narrated, in what he calls his Confession, ma- 
ny incidents of his life, acknowledged the murder. of Mrs. Scher- 
merhorn, detailed very minutely the circumstances attending the 
urrid transaction, and interspersed the whole with his religious ex- 
perience anu profession, . He was a member of an orthodox church, 

Van Patten, according to bis own confession, was a firm, unwa- 
vering believer, of the doctrine of endless wo- Before and after he 
committed the murder he believed the wicked would be eternally 
tormented. The day, on which he senta fellow being out of exis- 
tence, and dipped his hands in the blood of a female, he opened a 
school, which he was teaching, with prayer. In no instance, under 
no circumstance, even when,his hands were dripping with the blood 
of a human being, did he profess to be a Universalist. He and his 
friends, in hopes of saving him from the gallows, alleged insanity 
as the cause of the murder: but never was it thought expedient to 
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attribute the diabolical deed to the influence of a belief in Univer- 
salism. Even his religious advisers were not sufficentiv expert in 
the words adopted to disgrace Universalists and Universalism, to re- 
sort to duplicity, and cause Van Patten to say a belief in Universal 
Salvation induced him to murder the object of his hatred. 

Here is a believer in endless misery, who committed a horrid mur- 
der, under the most aggravated circumstances, and for which he 
suffered according to the laws of hig country, Shall I say the cold 
blooded murder was the fruit of his belief in eternal torments? No. 
Iwill not. But I will tell the orthodox they cannot produce a case 
like this, that se materially concerns us as this does them. ‘Fhev 
say a belief in eternal torments restrains the passions, and conduct 
of man, while a fixed faith in the final happiness of all men, unbri- 
dies the passions and imposes no restraint upon their actions. Fact 
shows these premises to be false. Van Patten was a believer in 
endless suffering; How believed in the ¢ternity of hell torments: 
both were murderers and both were publicly executed. 

A man by the name of Seth Elliott was lately executed for mur- 
der, in Castine, Maine, who professed his belief in the doctrine of 
endless misery. These persons How, Van Patten, and Elliott have 
committed murder and been executed within a year; all of whom be- 
lieved in eternal torments. Who dare say, who is so corrupt as to 
assert, Universalism leads men to murder and the commission of 
every crime, when fact, in a voice of thunder, speaks a different lan- 
guage. We do not say, a beliefin endless misery leads men to 
murder, but know, it does not impose the restraint which it is said 
to impose- G. B. L. 


PUBLIC WORSHIP. 

No one can doubt, who reflects but for a moment, that more is 
owing to it than to all other causes: and that no mode of diffusing 
and perpetuating knowledge, and the influence of knowledge, has 
ever been devised, to be compared with the wisdom of this. Pub- 
lic worship among the heathen was quite a different thing; for it 
was not familiar, social, and personal, and above all, it was not at- 
tended with regular instruction concerning truth and duty. It was 
rather the magnificent spectacle of a high festival, which gratified the 
senses with its opulence and pomp, but had no concern with the in- 
tellectual and moral nature- In the christian system it addresses 
itself to the hearts of men, to their interests, feeling, and wants. It 
eXercises its power over the individual character. It meets the p2o- 
ple in all their little conimunities, renews, at short intervals, its les- 
sons on the most important truths and maintains an unremitted ovec- 
_ of their moral sentiments and habits. It is impossible that the 
eifects should not be vast. The silent, steady, uniform operation, 
must act upon the moral world, like the quiet and equal warmth of 
the sun upon the vegetable creation. The action of the day may 
seem insignificant; but the constant and permanent action warks 
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wonders. Men arc sometimes led, doubtingly, to complain that nis 
greater effects are witnessed- They should consider that this institu- 
tion of our religion is a vast and extensive machine, operating on an 
immense scale, A single congregation is but one of the little waeels 
in the complicated arrangment, and may seem to move on without 
bringing much to pass. "We must survey it in its connexion with 
the whole. We must think of this action as exerted upon a whole 
people; and as going on from year to year and from generation to 

enerations We must consider what society would be without it. 
lewd el with the ground your places of social worship. Let the voice 
of the preacher be hushed. Let the people be no more collected to 
hear of their duties to God and to one another. Let the seventh 
day be undistinguished—no respite from the vain pleasures and pas- 
sionate bustle of worldly pursuits ; no intermission of the eager chase 
of enjoyment and gain; but from year to year, gene ration alter gen- 
eration; let the whole community be given up to temporary interests, 
unreminded of God and eternity, Itis easy to conjecture the reli- 
gious ignorance and moral desolation that would ensue, and how ra- 
pidly the march would be taken backward to the melancholy condi- 
tion of the heathens. What reflecting man is not aware, that a la 
portion of the christian community have no knowledge of their reli- 
gion, except what they gain from the weekly services of God’s 
House. 

They are excited to read the scriptures only by the impulse which 

is given there. And therefore the institution of public worship is 
that which sustains among men, certainly the influence, and proba- 
bly the very existence, of Christianity itself. Without this indeed, 
it might be known to the studious and aspiring, just as the system 
of Plato and the Stoics; butits blessings would not be diffused, nor 
its holy and rejoicing light be shed upon the dwellings, and poured 
ito the hearts of its now countless votaries.—/W are. 


INQUISITION AT LISBON. 
EXTRACT OF A LETTER. 

On the 8th of October, the inquisition was thrown open for public 
ibepection, and for the first four days, the concourse of people of all 
descriptions that crowded to view it, was so great that the pressure 
at the entrance rendered it an enterprize of some risk. The build- 
ing is a large oblong, with a square in the centre; there are three 
foors, with vaulted passages, along the sides of which are cells of 
different sizes, from six by seven feet, to eight by nine feet. Each 
cell has two doors, the inner one of iron, the outer of oak, very 
strong. As there are no windows in the cells on the ground and 
middle floors, no light is admitted when the doors are shut. ‘The 
cells on the upper floor are larger than the others, and each has an 
aperture like a chimney through which the sky is visible. These 
were appropriated te the use of those who it was supposed might be 
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hberated. In the roof of each cell (for they are all vaulted) is 
a small aperture of about an inch in diameter, and a private pas- 
sage runs over each range, so that the persons employed by the 
holy office could at any time observe the conduct of the prison- 
ers unseen, and if two persons were confined in one cell, hear their 
conversation. ‘There are seats in these private passages so contrived 
that a person sitting might inspect two of the cells at the same time, 
as by a turn of the head he-could fix his eye upon a hole over either cell 
at pleasure—or he could hear what was said in either. ‘The persons 
appointed to listen to the discourse of the prisoners wear cloth shoes; 
so that their footsteps could not be heard. Frequently a familiar cf 
the holy order was put into the cell of a prisoner, as a person ar- 
rested, in order to entrap the unfortunate inmate of this place into 
admissions that might, afterwards, be used against him. I saw in 
several of the cells human sculls and bones—most of them appeared 
to have lain there for many years, as I broke some of them easily 
with my fingers—others were hard and fresh. In a number of the 
cells, the names of the unhappy inmates were written on the walls— 
and I have been informed thatit was a common mode of putting pri- 
soners to death, to place them in these apertures, which were then 
walled up, and quick lime being poured in from the top, a speedy 
end was put to their sufferings. Besides the three doors which I 
have described, there are a number of cells under ground, which 
have not yet been opened, These, it is supposed, contain the ap- 
‘peratus for inflicting the tortures, &c, 


+} } 


EUROPEAN PRINCIPLES IN AMERICA. 
An ignorant population, unsettled as to their religious principles, 
‘is not only prone to superstition, but to fanaticism. At this moment, 
any man with a pale face and a long beard, a singular habit, aus- 
tere manner of life, and an ordinary degree of cunning, could pass 
among thousands of our countrymen for a prophet, and lead them te 
the greatest extravagancies. Unhappily, we are not without actual 
proofs in support of this remark. But they who are deeply read in 
the history of huwan nature, want no proofs. They kncw that the el- 
ements of these evils are wrought in the very constitution of man ag 
he now is. When such creatures as we are, without fixed princi- 
ples of religion, fall into sickness and sorrow, the imagination sha- 
dows forth terrific images. ‘The airy nothings are embodied, and re- 
ceive *‘a local habitation and a name.” ‘Their existence is fully be- 
lieved, and they are regarded with terror. An artful man, at work 
with popular superstitions, can do what he pleases with the peoples 
Thousands of facts might be adduced to prove this statement. | 
Evangelical Magazine. 
When such is the indisputable fact, and when our countrymen can 
be led to acts of horrid atrocity, er te the darkness of rayless des- 


pair by men, who profess ap invincible love for souls, and who per: 
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form some austerities to gain the confidence of the superficial, can. 
Universalists and other liberal christians remain inactive, and see 
credulity, ignorance, fanaticism, and despair stalking over the land 
without an effort to check their advance? Let each christian, who 
values his civil rights, or his religious privileges, employ his proper- 
ty, his influence and his every talent to prevent the darkness of Eu- 
ropean ignorance, to instruct the unenlightened and confiding, and 
to preserve our free institutions by strong and general intelligence, 
and that pure and heavenly religion, which is the guard and ornament 
of any nation.—Religious Inquirer. 


FROM THE RELIGrovs InqQuIRER. 
MR. JOHN C. GRAY. 


in our last a short obituary was given from the New-Haven Her- 
ald. Since that was published, we have a letter from Mr. John 
Duntze, of New-Haven, in which he says “perhaps you may have 
heard some stories, which have been put in circulation, stating that 
Mr. Gray had renounced his faith in the doctrine which he had long 
entertained; but Sir, rest assured that these rumours have been got- 
ten up to serve some other purpose than that of truth. I know them 
to be unfounded, and that they are uncandid and dishonest.. Mr. 
Gray spoke with me as late as with any person, and entreated of me, 
that, in case any story of the kind above mentioned should be put in 
circulation, I would be pleased to contradict it in the most positive 
manner.” Mr. Duntze observes concerning Mr. Gray, after quoting 
the notice from the herald, ‘‘to this might have been added with 
the greatest propriety, that he was a Universalist in every sense of 
the word, snd I have it in his own words that he has been for more 
than twenty years.” ‘During Mr. Gray’s illness, which continued 
nearly eight weeks, I visited him almost daily, pertcelarhy the lat- 
ter part of the time, and assisted him as a watcher on the night of 
his departure. The Sabbath before his death, I was with him more 
than half the day, and read several chapters to him frem the New 
Testament, one of which was the xv. of 1 Cor. in which St Paul 
ives an account of the resurrection. After reading this chapter, 
Mr. Gray observed to me, ‘‘is it not truly surprising that men con- 
tinue to teach and preach that the accomplishment of the glorious 
truths, which you have just now read, depends on our belief of 
them.” **O,’’ said he, **the doctrine, in which it is my happiness 
to believe, and which embraces the whole family of an, in the 
great salvation, is worth more to me, in these my last moments, 
than the wealth of ten thousand worlds like this. i am only sorry 
that I have not made greater efforts, and been more zealous to con- 
vince my fellow creatures of the glorious tidings of great joy, that 
Almighty God has been pleased to break through the dark clouds of 


mortality with the rainbow of his covenant, and to send his Anoint- 
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ed to bind the broken hearted, and to comfort all that mourn. The 
gospel of eternal life has been sent from God to mau; if man could 
be prevailed on to believe these truths, I am sensible it would pro- 
duce a reformation of conduct in the most abandoned and profligate 
creature that ever lived.”” Mr. Duntze then proceeds to say, **l am 
happy in being able to acquaint you, that during the whole of Mr. 
Gray’s painful illness, he bore it with christian fortitude and resig- 
nation; and after it had been ascertained by the physician that, froin 
every human calculation his dissolution was near at hand, and the 
information had been communicated to him, he would converse on 
the subject with as much calmness and composure of mind, as some 
men would on the subject of making a journey.” As much has been 
said on the death-bed recantations of Universalism, and as it is con- 
stantly affirmed that it may answer for the day of health and pros- 
perity, but that it will fail its believer when the light of eternity 
bursts on his soul, we felt ourselves in duty bound to publish the 
above letter, that misrepresentation might be silenced and the friends 
and professors of the pure doctrine cheered and consoled in the loss 
— have sustained. May they be more zealous in the cause of truth 
and holiness, more engaged in prayer and watchfulness, more devo- 
ted followers of the blessed Jesus and more exemplary in life and 
conversation, that when the voice of death shall call, they may be 
able to say, as could our departed brother, 
**Now, while ye hear my heart-strings break, 
How sweet my minutes roll! 
A mortal paleness on my cheek, 
And glory in my soul.” 


LOVE TO GOD. 

It is necessary that men should be deeply impressed with just no« 
tions of the subject of their worship, particularly that he is tae only 
true God, the Maker of all things, and the possessor of all perfec- 
tion, to whom there is not any being equal, or like, in order that they 
may apply themselves with the utmost diligence to obey his precepts, 
the first and chief of which ts, that they give him their hearts. God 
is transcendently amiable in himself; and by the benefits he has con- 
ferred on us, hath such a title to our utmost affection, that there is no 
obligation that bears any proportion to that of loving him. The honor 
assigned to this precept proves, that piety is the noblest act of the hu- 
man mind. and that the chief ingredient in piety, is love, founded on 
a clear and extensive view of the Divine perfections, a permineat 
sense of his benefits, and a deep conviction of his being the sovereign 
good, our portion, our happiness. But it is essential to love, that 
there be a delight in contemplating the beauty of the object beloved ; 
that we frequently, and with pleasure, reflect on the benefits which 
the object of our affection has conferred on us ; that we have a strong 
desire of pleasing him; great fear of doing any thing to offend him, 
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and a sensible joy in the thought of being beloved in retarn. Hence 
the duties of devotion, prayer and praise, are the most natural and 
genuine exercises of the love of God. Moreover, this virtue is not so 
much any single affection, as the continual bent of all the affections 
and powers of the soul. In which light to love God, is as much as 
possible, to direct the whole soul toward God. But the beauty and 
excellence of the mind, is best seen in its effects; for the worship 
and obedience flowing from such a universal bent of the soul toward 
God, is as much superior to the worship and obedience arising from 
partial consideration, as the light of the sun is to any pictare of it that 
can be drawn. For example, if we look on God only as a stern law- 
giver, who can and will punish our rebellion, it may indeed force an 
awe aml dread of him, and as much obedience to his laws as we think 
will satisfy him; but can never produce that constancy in our duty, 
that delight in it and that earnestness to do it in its utmost extent, 
which are produced and maintained in the mind by the sacred fire of 
Divine love, or by the bent of the whole sonl toward God; a frame 
the most excellent that can be conceived and the most to be desired, 
because it constitutes the highest perfection and happiness of the 
creature. MACKNIGHT, 





RELIGIOUS OPINION. 

“Diversity of opinions (says a late writer) there always lave been, 
and always will be amongst men. ‘To bring all men to one standerd 
of religious faith, would be as vain an attempt, as to bring them all to 
the same measure of height and stature. No two leaves on any trees 
are exactly similar; and minds are as variously constituted as bodies. 
Variety, in short, is natuve’s great law. Diversity of opinion gives 
exercise for mutual condescensions, for charity, for free inquiry, and 
for fearless exercise of our reasoning faculties, without which, these 
virtues have no scope; and good thus results from it. Lightnings and 
earthquakes break not God's design. It is the variety of tones that 
produces the sweetest chords, whilst one unvarying note would tire 
and disgust. It is the variety of nature, that imparts to it its loveliest 
charms. All will be harmony in religion when men who agree to dif- 
fer, will allow the christian name to those who differ from themselves. 
Only about one-fifth part of the human race, have, as yet, embraced 
the christian religion under any form, and that single fifth part, is divi- 

“ded into above five hundred different sects. Among all of these are 
undoubtedly many honest, many sincere ioquirers after truth, whom 
God approves, and will finally accept, notwithstanding the mistake of 
their heads. 

‘it isno uncommon thing for a large portion of persons whose time 
is unavoidably engrossed by the cares and concerns of lile, or whose 
hours of religious study are principally confived to the Sabbath day, 
to perplex themselves with different sects and opinions, and to display 
all their zeal upon the hidden and mysterious parts of scripture, as 
though religion was a mere system of discordant opiniens, instead of 
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being what it really is, a rule of daily practice. It weuld contribute 
much more to the cause of christian truth, and much better to their 
own comfort and improvement, if they bestowed their exclusive at- 
tention upon the obvious doctrines and practical precepts of the gos- 
pel, and less apon mysteries and speculations, which tend to strife and 
discord, rather than to edification and brotherly love Whatever these 
may effect, one thing is certain, that they neither enlighten the mind 
nor amend the heart, nor improve the morals ; and they certainly do 
not sweeten the temper. They lead men only to contend so warmly 
for what they do not understand, that they are in danger of forgetting 
to practice what is most importaat for them to perform. And remem- 
ber that it is the best religion which leads us best to fulfil our du- 
ties. He who does justly, loves mercy, and walks humbly with God, 
is most acceptable to him; and he who thus aims to be good, will not 
finally fail to be happy.” 


REV. MR. KNEELAND’S VISIT TO WILMINGTON, N. G 


EXTRACT OF HIS LETTER TO HIS DAUGHTER. 


‘I arrived at Wilmington, N. C. Thursday evening Jan. 20th 
about dusk. Here I met with a most cordial reception, and the sat- 
isfaction on both sides, seemed to in@rease during the whole of my 
visit, so that the four weeks which I spent there, I shall eygr reckon 
among the most pleasant days of my life. é 


“Previous to my arrival, my friends had applied for the use of the 
Presbyterian church, which at this time was unoccupied; but finding 
that some of the trustees objected to it, they gave it up and con- 
cluded that they would have to meet in the Masonic Hall, though 
they were aware that it would not hold half of the people who would 
wish to attend. At this time the trustees of the Baptist church 
came forward and offered the use of their house, which was in ag 
unfinished state. This was accepted, and a subscription was imme- 
diately set on foot to put it in repair. The pulpit was already 
built, and when I arrived the lower part of the house was seated, 
and temporary seats were put in the galleries, in which state I gave 
a lecture in it on Saturday evening, and preached on the Sabbath.— 
The carpenters continued their labors till the whole was finished, in 
a plain manner it is true, but comfortable, and it will now accom- 
modate as many hearers as it ever can. Here I delivered 12 ser- 
mons; all of which were very well attended, and in the evening 
-were generally crowded. Mr Empie the Episcopalian minister, 
heard me at least six times, in the evening out of eight; and ence 
both he and several of my friends were prevented, by being engaged 
ata wedding. The Methodist Conference, which was removed 
from Fayetteville to Wilmington on account of the Small Pox, com- 
menced on Thursday the 15th of February, and continued till the 
evenig after | left, viz. Thursday the 24th. Between 80 and 90 
of their preachers were preseat, and they had meetings not only im 
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their own church but also in the Presbyterian church every night 
This, however, had but little effect on my meetings; and at my last, 
which was attended by a number of the Methodist ministers, the 
house was crowded to ere Thad the felicity of learning 
that my meetings were attended hy the most respectable people in 
the place; a large proportion of which were meng while the’ other 
churches are made up sic iy ine of women, who, however amiable 
“they may be, have generally less strength of mind and of course are 
more easily frightened than men. 

‘*T returned through qe county, where I spent the Sabbath, 
preached three sermons, also one in Washington, Hanover county, 
and one in Waynesborough, where I took the stage for Norfolk, on 
my way home. In all of these places the people were not only anx- 
ious to hear, but ready to receive the word. They seemed to feel as 
though it was liberating them from spiritual slavery, a bondage by 
far worse than any other slavery which I saw among them. 
could say much more on this subject if I had room. I can only add, 
let God be praised for all the good there may have been done in this 
tour; and the hospitality and liberality of the people will ever be 
gratefully remembered by your affectionate father. 

ABNER KNEELAND. 


WESTERN AND BLACK RIVER ASSOCIATIONS. 


These Associations have met, aceording to adjournment, at Eatons- 
bush and Watertown, and we venture to predict, that the first and se- 
cond weeks of this month, will form a grand epoch in the history 
of universalism. ‘Though an unusal excess of business came.before 
the councils, and much zeal, energy, and some warmth, were manifes- 
ted in the discussions, some of which were very interesting and by no 
means ineloquent,yet order, good will, and brotherly concessiens, reign- 
ed predominant, aad seemed to indicate, that the pleasure of the 
Lord shal! prosper in our hands. 

The principal subject which excited peculiar interesi, was the for- 
mation ofa State Convention, which being effected with general appro- 
bation, is denominated rue Universacist ConvVeENTION OF THE STATE 
ov New-York. Independent and uncontrolled by any other Eccle- 
siastical assembly, this Convention consisting of Ministers, chosen 
as delegates by the asseciations, forms the supreme court for the Uni- 
versalist of this state. The Western Association henceforth disclaims 
all authority over the branches, recommending them to declare them- 
selves independent associations, cultivating friendly intercourse with 
each other by visiting committees, and cemented in fraternal alliance 
in the state convention. Accordingly the Black River branch, having 
approved of the proceedings of the Western Association, struck out 
the word branch, and will be known henceforth as THe Brack River 
Association. In order to show its desire of fellowship and recipro- 
cal attachment, the council appointed delegates to visit the Western, 
Genesee, and Cayuga Associations. ‘The Brethren in Chatauque apd 
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Wayne, having applied for the formation of new branch associations, 
the consideration of the subjects were referred to the Genesee Branch, 
which should it think expedient, can estaSlish a new association, either 
to the East or West of that tract, which it may wish to retain as its 
own territorial district, The Brethren on the North River were recom- 
mended to form a new association, to be denominated * The Hudson 
Association.’ Thus it is expected that in 1826, New-York will con- 
tain si Universalist Associations, united in one grand body, in the 
State Conventien. As Ministere the Lord bas succeeded our labors. 
the fields are white for harvest, and as abody in general, the Lord 


has done great things for us, whereof we are glad. 
J. S. THOMPSON 


UNIVERSALIST AND RESTORATIONIST. 


Notwithstanding the Polemical aspect, which the above papers as+ 
sumed, during the last month,. matters have been so adjusted as that 
the clamour has ceased. It seems by the notice in the last number 
of the Restorationist, that the Senior Editor, fearing my prediction 
would be accomplished, puts no confidence in periodicals, asa money 
making business, and has therefore relinquished the pursuit. Hav- 
ing had an interview with the Junior Editor, Mr. Skinner, and finding 
him determined to support amicable alliance in promoting the one 
great cause, I feel perfectly willing to cease every symptom of hostil- 
ity, and unite in the promalgation of the grace of God, which bringeth 
salvation to all men. J.S. THOMPSON. 


—————S 


EXCISEMAN IN HELL. 


A certain exciseman of London, being newly married, resolved to 
spend the first week at the house of the bride’s father, in Newcastle. 
Overcome by a too liberal use of wive, and falling into a very pro- 
found sleep, the friends of the bridegroom Ict him down into a coal pit, 
expecting to reap a harvest of mirth from his astonishment on waking. 
In a few hours he awoke and was surrounded by the miners. One, of 
a rough appearance and gruff voice, demanded of him, ‘‘Who are you 
and how came you hither?” The bridegroom supposing himself in 
hell, submissively taking off his hat, replied, “How I came here I 
know not; but I suppose Idied.” ‘Who and what are you?” re- 
peated the miner, When on earth,” replied the bridegroom, ‘I was 
John Grant, the exciseman: both a righteous man and a psalm-singer; 
but now, seeing Lam in hell, I will be any thing your Devilship 
pleases. 


Query.—Was it not reasonable, that the man, being forever exclud> 
ed from the favour of God, and the hope of heaven, should seek to 
obtain a friendly alliance with his new master? 





FIRE IN PROVIDENCE, 


Nothing remains bit tl walls of that ornamental edifice, the 
Universalist Chapel, erected at the great expense of $19,000! Thi 
is truly an afflictive dispensation, for the society in that place; but we 
rejoice to hear that they have resolved to rebuild; and we trust that 
the glory of the latter housé, shall be greater than that of the former? 


NOTICE. 

In consequence of the expected removat of the subscribers, they 
have transferred their right and title to ‘*The Universalist.” to Rev.. 
John S. Thompson, and are now no longer to be considered eithe* 
as editors or proprietors of the same. S. R- SMITH, 

June, 3, 1825. G. B. LISHER. 


The Rev. S. R. Smith, one of the Editors of this paper, has re- 
‘signed his ministerial labors in this vicinity, and goes to enter on 
the Pastoral care of the second Universalist Church, Philadelphia- 
We earnestly pray the benign influence of heaven to rest on him 


and the people of his charge. J. S. THOMPSON. 


.— ——__] 


DIVINE SERVICE IN THE COURT-HOUSE, UTICA, 


’ The Rev. J. S. Thompson will preach in the Court-House, ou Sabbath next, 
the 19th inst. and on tbe first and third Sabbaths ofeach subsequent month, 
= 


UNIVERSALIST. 

As some doubt has been expressed, by persons living at a distance, 
whether they could obtain complete sets of this paper, if they should 
become subscribers, let all whom it may concern know, that there re- 
main yet on hand 1000 sets of the Universalist, and nothing will more 
contribute to the satisfaction of the Editor and the permanent estab- 
lishment of the paper, than a speedy application for the remaining 
copies, and an extensive circulation of the doctrines the work 1s in- 
tended to inculcate. Agenis are allowed every sixth copy, or whet is 
the same, one sixth of the sums collected. Any one who forwards the 
money with bis order, may be ao agent. J. S. THOMPSON, 


BOOKS for sale by the Rev. J. S, Thampson, and also at the Books. 
store, No. 81, Genesee-st. 
Kneeland’s Testaments; Controversy with M’Calla; Lectures on 
ivine Benevolence; Kochester Magazine; Philadelphia Magazine; 
Systematical Theology; a Sermon delivered in the State Prison News 
York, by Rev. Nehemiah Dodge, and a variety of tracts, 
x 





